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IN ADORATION OF KAMAKSI

Dr. R. Asha
‘Sarasvati manohari’ - 3

‘grefiegTie] HerRIaHT HEueReler uTty AT’

Sarasiruhaksi — One whose eyes are like lotus!

The lotus is one of the most commonly used motifs in
Indian tradition with a lot of mythology and
mysticism attached to it. It is the abode of Sri, the
Goddess of prosperity, one of whose names is
‘Padmavasini’.

On a higher plane, the Ilotus symbolizes the
blossoming forth of knowledge. The Art-padma-heart-
lotus also occupies a prominent position in spiritual
disciplines where one is asked to meditate on the
Supreme in the heart. On a lower plane, it is
customary to compare the eyes of a beautiful lady to a
lotus in poetical tradition. When such is the case, what
to speak of the eyes of Kamaksi who is the Highest
Feminine Principle personified! Here, the comparison
is even more significant because, Her two eyes are
Sarasvatt and Laksmi, who are picturised as seated on
lotuses.

Sarasiruhaksi — Amba who has lotus-like eyes — is a
beautiful concept to visualize and very pleasing to
meditate upon.

Mika kavi goes a step further and says that Her eyes
are the lotus itself — ‘kamalameva vilocanam te’.

ieTTeTeRT TRt~ HAITHTET-
e Tehe®aeTarg Rl |
RIS Hehlald ShIHehIS

T qd: HHcHd foered d |

(Kataksa-satakam 75)

Here, he says that the dark curly locks of Her hair are
bees eager to savour the honey in Her lotus-eyes. The
pearls (of the nose-ring) on the end of Her nose are
like the sprouted ends of lotus-filaments. What is the
honey here? It is karuna, Her compassion. Elsewhere,
he says that Her eyes are beautified by the swirl of
compassion — ‘karunya-vibhrama-jusa’. While Devi’s
eyes are capable of manifesting all emotions (c7.,
Saundaryalahari 51), from the point of view of the
suffering soul, it is compassion which is the most
beautifying. [Incidentally, Acarya also uses the motifs
of the bees and lotus-filament in his Saundaryalahari
45. There it is the beauty of the face which is said to
surpass that of the lotus].

Going further in the description of Devi’s lotus-eyes,
Mika says —

FHHT AN IR
T TASIHE qTaeRAfeaTd: |
SETH! feaatgeReeRUa
A AT gFetRtd ||

(Kataksa-satakam 73)

When the Lord looks at Her, She reciprocates with
love and bashfulness. Then, Her eyes blossom with
love (like the lotus during the day) and at the same
time shrink with shyness (like lotus closes during
night).

What an unusual lotus which blooms and shrinks at
the same time!
To be continued....

The author can be contacted at asharsree @ gmail.com
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Devatathitibhrtyanam Pitrnamatmanasca Yah.
Na Nirvapati Pancanam Ucchvasan Na Sa Jivati..
(Manusmrtih 3.72)

He who does not feed these five, the Gods, his
guests, those whom he is bound to maintain, the
manes and himself, lives not, though he breathes.
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Yuktiyuktam Vaco Grahyam Baladapi Sukadapi.

Ayuktamapi Na Grahyam Saksadapi Brhaspateh..

Words conjoined with reason should be

perceived from a child as well as a parrot. Those
devoid of reason should not be grasped, even
coming from Brihaspati Himself.
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By Krishnan Sugavanam

Tat Pada Vicara— 1
Sristi— Creation

In the previous article, | had said that isvara and
Jiva have to be understood in their entireity in order
for us to understand the mahavakya, tat tvam asi.
Over the next few articles, we will attempt to have a
fuller understanding of who /Svarareally is.

The most important understanding of isvara is his
dimension of being the abhinna nimmitta upadana
Jjagat karanam. Its means the one who is the non-
different intelligent and material cause of the jagat.

For any creation to come into being, there are 2
primary causes that are required. One is the
intelligent cause who has the knowledge to
meaninigfully produce something to serve a given
purpose; and the other is material cause from
which the object is produced. There are also other
ancillary causes in order to bring forth creation. For
example, in creating a pot, a pot-maker who has
the knowledge, skill, power and the desire to create
a pot is required; the pot-maker is the intelligent
cause of the pot. Clay, assuming that we are
creating a mud pot, is also required; clay serves as
the material cause of the pot. Ancillary causes
such as the wheel, stick etc. are also required in
order to make the pot. Thus the pot is created and
comes into being.

Extending this analogy, we can postulate that for
this jagaf to have been created, there should have
been an intelligent cause, material cause and
ancillary causes. The faithful will immediately say
that jagat is indeed a Creation and /Svara is its
creator. Before we dwelve into who or what could
those causes be, we need to establish that this
Jagat is indeed a creation, and have a clearer
understanding of what could be called a creation,
since we are not talking about the faithfuls here.
We want to address the “rational” thinkers; and
every rational thinker must think of cause and
effect.

karyam, sa kartrtvam, karyatvat, ghatavat. This is
the postulation. However, it has a defect. It is like
saying, man has 2 legs, therefore, all those which
have 2 legs are man. Crow also has 2 legs,
therefore crow is a man ©

| say pot is created, because pot did not exist prior
and later it came into being; and | saw both its non-
existence and it coming into being with my own
eyes. However, how can one say the same of the
Jjagaf? For one to admit that jagat is indeed
created, one should have seen its absense prior to
its creation. Who has seen the jagafbeing created?
Every one has come into being only after the
creation of the jagat So what is the pramanam for
us to say the jagatis indeed created.

It is only sastram that is pramanam for jagat sristi.
The rational man might say “I don’t believe or
accept sastran’. To him, | would like to point out
that there are 2 kinds of beliefs; one is a
reasonable belief, and another is unreasonable
belief.

An example will make it clear. If | say | was born to
a virgin mother and you believe in it, that is
unreasonable belief, because it is contrary to what
we see in the world. However, if | tell you that | am
well read and you believe in it, it is a reasonable
belief even though you have actually not seen me
attend college. So also accepting sasfram as
pramanam for creation is reasonable. How, we
shall see, but before that.

What about a ceiling Fan? Can we call it creation?
Indeed, but its creation is different from that of a
pot. A Fan is assembled, put together. However,
everything that is put together cannot be called
creation, it has to be meaningfully put-together;
else a child’s play pen would become a creator’s
den.

We say “Creation” when things are brought
together meaniningfully in order to serve a given
one or more purposes. This is called samhati —
assemblage. A Pot, a Fan, a Car, everything is a
creation within this definition.

What about this Earth, the Galaxy and the Milky
Way? Are they also creations?

The author can be reached on his email
krishnan.sugavanam@gmail.com
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